ST HELENS REFEREES’ SOCIETY
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held at Greenalls on Monday 1st August 2011.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 20:00 and welcomed all members in attendance to the first meeting of the 2011/2012 season.
Minutes of the last monthly meeting (May 2011): Proposed: Alan Green and Seconded: Paul Stevenson - that they be accepted as a true and accurate record.  There were no matters arising.
Secretary’s Report: 
- RA AGM Minutes available for anyone interested.
- LiCRA AGM Minutes available for anyone interested.

- Pre-season fitness training.  Tuesday nights 18:30-19:30 on Sutton Manor playing fields.  All members welcome.  Check the web site for updates.
- Society AGM will take place before Septembers monthly meeting.  Please make an effort to attend.

Treasurer’s Report: 
Bank: 973
Cash: 297
Supplies: 80
Currently 25 members.  All members encouraged to rejoin as soon as possible to ensure they are covered for pre-season games and the start of the new season.
Society will run a fantasy premier league competition via the Sky web site.  £1 per team to entry with half of the money going to the RA Benevolent Fund and half to the winner.
Champions League Buster:

Mark Lyth wins £50 as Barcelona won the final.  Steve Clarke wins £20 for Manchester Utd as runners up.  Group winners Kevin Taylor and Paul Russell are yet to claim their £5 prize.

Competition will run again for 2011/2012 once all entrants are known.

League Report:

St Helens Combination season will start on 27th August.  Steve gave details of all the new teams, new venues and new referees.

Match Based Disciple:

Steve Clarke gave a short presentation on match based discipline, which applies to all open aged football from this year.  Players are now suspended for a fixed number of games rather than time period.  Steve outlined changes in the appeals process that will benefit referees and gave everyone an outline of how the new process will work.  Please advise any clubs that ask questions of you to seek advice from the league or LCFA if they are in any doubt about whether a player can take part on a game.

Training Slot - Youth Football - Paul Stevenson:
Paul outlined his career in youth football as a manager of a team and then as a referee.  A lot of changes have been made in youth football during Paul's involvement, the main change being mini soccer which has become hugely successful.  Paul set out the differences in the laws of the game for all of the different age groups available and offered advice on what to expect at for each age group and how the referee must change his style to adapt.  Paul discussed the problems that can occur with parents, how the respect barriers have had a massively positive impact on the game and mangers are generally very good at helping the referee deal with problem players.  Everyone was in agreement that the most important characteristic of a youth football referee was to referee with common sense, especially when refereeing very young players, and not too stick rigidly to the rules for the benefit of the children and the game.
AOB

- Member of the year award will be presented at the September AGM.  Please make nominations to the Secretary for any member that you feel deserves the award.
Next meeting is: Monday 5th September 2011
