ST HELENS REFEREES’ SOCIETY
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held at Greenalls on Monday 5th December 2011.
The Chairman opened the meeting at 19:50 and welcomed all members in attendance, thanked them for the attendance and wished them all the best for Christmas and the New Year.
Minutes of the last monthly meeting (Nov 2011): Proposed: Terry Roscoe and Seconded: Shaun Pennington - that they be accepted as a true and accurate record.  There were no matters arising.
Secretary’s Report:
- Phil Dowd night

- January meeting as normal even though it's a bank holiday.

- Misconduct reporting.  Referees asked that if they are unfortunately enough to be assaulted during a game that they do not continue with the game.  Abandon the game at that point to give the County FA the full power deal with the offender.  Any time you have reason to abandon a game make sure you report the abandonment to County FA as part of your misconduct reports.

- Christmas night out of 17th December.  Contact the Secretary if you want to come. 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Bank: £1084
Cash:£317
Supplies: £80
Training Slot - Steve Clarke - Dealing with Bad Language and Dissent
Steve ran a training session on how we should deal with bad language and dissent in our games.  Steve described how we need to strike a balance on our tolerance level to retain control of the game with out being too strict or too lenient.  Referees also need to be in control of their own communication with players and talk to others in a way they would like to be talked to.  The discussion moved on to dealing with words or actions that would result in the issue of a caution or a red card.  Referees should always try to use a stepped approach the dealing with players where possible.  Start with a quiet word, move the public word, involve the captain and then issue formal disciplinary sanctions.
AOB:

- Members were reminded again not to use social networking sites like Facebook to discuss refereeing or refereeing issues.
- John Blackburn discussed the incident in a recent Blackburn vs Wigan game when a corner was not taken properly but play allowed to continue.  A number of members offered different ways to deal with the situation.

- The denial of obvious goal scoring opportunities was discussed after two high profile incidents at the weekend.

Next meeting is: Monday 2nd January 2012
